
La Quadriennale di Roma
Q-International Call for Funding 2020

Grants for exhibition initiatives by non-Italian organisations featuring Italian artists

1. INTRODUCTION
The Fondazione La Quadriennale di Roma (hereafter the Foundation) is Italy’s national 
institution aimed at promoting contemporary Italian art, with a special focus on younger 
generations.

The Foundation is a non-profit organisation owned by the Ministry for Cultural Heritage, the city
of Rome and the Lazio Region. The Foundation is responsible for organising the Quadriennale 
art exhibitions, spreading awareness of Italian art and culture, as well as carrying out research 
activities and documentation services regarding the visual arts of the 20th and 21st centuries. 
The Art Quadrennials, exhibitions that have been held every four years in Rome since 1931, 
showcase the most significant trends in the visual arts in Italy. In addition, the Foundation 
coordinates other initiatives during the year. These include cataloguing services, publications, 
seminars, training courses, conferences, meetings, prizes and competitions relating to all 
artistic expressions involving the visual arts. The next Art Quadrennial is scheduled for autumn 
2020.

As part of its activities for the three-year period 2018-2020, the Foundation has launched Q- 
International, a fund aimed at supporting foreign contemporary art organisations which exhibit 
Italian artists in solo or group shows. Grants are awarded by means of a call for funding 
applications held twice a year (in April and October).

The Foundation hereby announces the Q-International 2020 project’s call for funding.
All interested organisations are invited to apply according to the methods described below.

2. CONCEPT

Q-International wishes to provide an opportunity for flexible and rapid support for expenses
linked to the organisation of artistic events, from art transport costs, to artists’ travel and 
accommodation expenses, to contributions for performance fees or publications, with the 
exclusion of costs related to the production of artworks. A committee composed by the 
Foundation's curatorial staff will be responsible for assessing the applications received.
The initiative will enable the Quadriennale to increase the visibility of Italian artists outside the 
national boundaries through an activity of constant dialogue and exchange with non-profit 
organisations abroad, also allowing the Foundation to map the presence of Italian artists 
around the world.
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3. GRANT ELIGIBILITY
The organisations eligible for Q-International grants are non-profit public or private legal entities
whose registered offices are not in Italy, and whose purpose is the promotion of the visual 
contemporary arts, i.e. museums, authorities, university institutes, kunsthalle, kunstverein, 
kunsthaus, centres for contemporary art, foundations, alternative spaces, cultural associations 
and exhibitions such as biennials, triennials and quadrennials.
The exhibitions or shows for which funding is requested should also be held on non- profit 
premises, whether public or private.

Applicant organisations must have been active since at least the year 2016.

The artists for whom they may request a contribution must be Italian citizens – resident in Italy 
or abroad – or foreign artists who are naturalized Italian citizens or who permanently live and 
work in Italy. Applications will only be accepted for events in which living Italian artists will be 
participating.
The Q-International programme can fund projects supported in parallel with other Italian and/or 
foreign institutions or organisations.

In the event that two or more organisations have scheduled the same initiative, dedicated to the
same artist (s), each organisation must present the required documentation for their application
for funding individually.
Interested organisations may present applications for more than one of the Q- International 
calls for funding, provided that the applications are not for the same exhibition or initiative.

Applications will not be accepted from public or private for-profit organisations, such as
commercial art galleries, art fairs, private collections etc., nor will applications be 
accepted if made directly by the artists or other natural persons.

The grant application must be accompanied by an authorization signed by the artist(s) involved 
in the project (see paragraph 5, point 4 below).

4. ELIGIBLE EXPENSES
Funding may be requested for one or more of the following expenses:

1. travel expenses in economy class for artists and performers (excluding artists’ and 
curators’ assistants during the setting up and inauguration phases of the exhibition or 
performance;

2. accommodation expenses for artists and performers (only overnight accommodation 
expenses are accepted. Food and daily living expenses will not normally be reimbursed);

3. fees only in the event of participation by performers (artists and their assistants are 
excluded);

4. transport of the works;
5. hire of audio-video equipment necessary for the presentation of the works for the duration 

of the exhibition or event;
6. publication of the catalogue and other publications in paper and digital format that 

accompany the event;



7. translation of the subtitles into languages other than Italian;
8. Public Programme activities (for example, travel and accommodation for artists and 

speakers, audio and video recording of talks);
9. documentation of the exhibition (photo and video services).

Funding will NOT be granted for the following expenses: costs related to the production 
of the works; artists' fees, with the sole exception of performers; insurance of the works;
Public Relations, agency or marketing activities; fixed running costs; support for artist 
residencies.

Please note that the expenses specified in the budgets must be expressed in EUROS. 
The total funding that each applicant organisation may apply for cannot exceed the 
maximum amount of 12,000 euros (twelve thousand/00 euros) including taxes.
Funding may also be granted for partial amounts of each requested item of expenditure 
indicated in the application (see points 7.1 and 7.2 of the Application Form). Amounts 
exceeding 60% of the overall budget for the initiative cannot be granted.

Applications will only be accepted relating to exhibitions or events that will open between 1 
January and 31 December 2021.

The Foundation reserves the right to postpone, suspend, alter or revoke the selection process 
at any time and at its sole discretion. It also reserves the right not to award all or part of the 
total funds allocated for this call if the committee deems applications non-deserving.

5. APPLICATION TERMS
Applications must arrive to the Foundation by email no later than 4 p.m. CEST time on 
Monday 16 November 2020 to the following email address: 
qinternational@quadriennalediroma.org.

The grant application must be made by completing the Application Form (which may be 
downloaded from the download area of the Fondazione La Quadriennale di Roma website at: 
www.quadriennalediroma.org/q-international/), signed by the legal representative of the 
applicant organisation. In order for the application to be accepted, the following documentation 
in English must be attached to the Application Form and will be considered an integral part of 
the application:

1. information sheet about the applicant organisation (max 4000 characters with spaces);
2. general plan for the exhibition and/or initiative, highlighting the Italian participation in case 

of group exhibitions (max 4000 characters with spaces), accompanied by some images of 
the works with captions (max 10 images or 8 MB) and by the communications plan for the 
initiative (max 2000 characters with spaces);

3. CV of the Italian artist(s) for whom the grant is being requested, accompanied by a short 
introductory text (max 4000 characters with spaces) and a portfolio of images (max 10 
MB);

4. Declaration signed by the Italian artist(s) authorizing the organisation to apply (max 1500 
characters with spaces).

mailto:qinternational@quadriennalediroma.org
http://www.quadriennalediroma.org/q


All the documents referred to in points 1-4 should be in PDF format.
The application, comprising the “Application Form” and the related attachments, should not 
exceed 25 MB.

6. APPLICATIONS ASSESSEMENT AND COMITTEE
The applications will undergo a preliminary vetting by the Foundation Offices, to ensure that 
they are complete and that the presented documents are valid.

The applications that are considered valid will then be assessed by a committee composed by 
the Foundation's curatorial staff.
The committee will, at their sole discretion, select the applications considered most significant 
and worthy of funding on the basis of all the following parameters:

- relevance of the applying institution;
- strength of its cultural vision;
- importance of the presented initiative;
- quality of the curatorial and artistic project;
- potential impact of the project on the professional career of the exhibited Italian artists.

The amounts awarded will be set by the Fondazione based on the actual funding resources 
available.

All applicants will be informed of the result of the assessment by Friday 18 December 2020.

7. PAYMENT TRANSFER AND EXPENSES REPORT
The grant will be paid in a single sum upon presentation of the payment request (invoice or 
receipt for tax purposes) to be sent within 30 days after the opening of the exhibition or event. 
The request for payment should be accompanied by receipts of eligible expenses incurred, 
including adjustments (where applicable) between provisional items of expenditure and 
expenses actually incurred.
The payment will be made within 30 days of receipt of the request and the relevant accounts 
statement.

Organisations that are awarded funding are required to inform the Foundation of any variation 
to the curatorial project or schedule that occurs after confirmation of funding.

Please note that awarded funding will be withdrawn in the event that the exhibition does not 
take place, (even where this is due to reasons beyond the control of the applicant 
organisation), and in the event that the opening date is postponed beyond the deadline of 31 
December 2021.



8. RESPONSIBILITIES AND HANDLING OF PERSONAL DATA
The data controller is the Fondazione La Quadriennale di Roma. All data supplied will be used 
exclusively for the purposes of the selection process and will be handled with the necessary 
confidentiality in accordance with the current legislation.

9. CREDIT LINE AND COMMUNICATION
Organisations that are awarded funding are required to mention Q-International and the 
Fondazione La Quadriennale di Roma in all the communication materials and publications for 
the exhibition or event, in printed or digital form, based on a credit line, including the initiative 
logo, which will be communicated at a later date.
Requests for information regarding the credit line by successful applicants should be directed 
to the Foundation’s Office of Communication and External Relations (Paola Mondini, 
relazioniesterne@quadriennalediroma.org), which will contact the successful applicants and 
provide details regarding the sharing of communication materials.

10. FINAL REPORT AND DOCUMENTATION
Organisations that are awarded funding from Q-International are expected to send details and 
relevant reports (visitor numbers, education, etc.) and press reviews about the initiative to the 
email address archiviostorico@quadriennalediroma.org within three months from the end of the
exhibition and/or event.

Three copies of any publication produced for the exhibition and/or event are also requested, 
which will be stored permanently in the Library Archives of the Quadriennale (ArBiQ).
These should be sent to the following address: Fondazione La Quadriennale di Roma, 
Circonvallazione Aurelia, 72 - 00165 - Roma, ITALY
Finally, digital photographic documentation of the exhibition or event (max 10 images in JPG 
format 300 dpi) for archiving purposes as well as for information, publicity, institutional 
communication and publication purposes, subject to previous notification, should be sent to the 
email address: archiviostorico@quadriennalediroma.org.
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